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success. And on March 26th the Expedition
started from Darjiling with the good wishes of
every one there.
The trek through Sikkim and across Tibet to
the Base Camp in the Rongbuk Valley need be
only briefly described. The second Expedition
followed nearly the same route as the first. But
being two months earlier they experienced severer
weather. The rhododendrons which form one
of the chief glories of Sikkim were not in flower.
And when they arrived at Phari on April 6th
the winter was scarcely over. Leaving again on
the 8th they crossed the Tang La in heavy snow
with the wind blowing nearly a hurricane. They
made for Khamba Dzong by a shorter route, but
had to cross a pass 17,000 feet high with a howling
wind blowing straight down from the ice-fields of
the Himalaya.
On arrival there on April llth they found Kcllas's
grave in good order with a clean-cut inscription
in English and Tibetan on it, and they made their
reverence to his memory by adding a few more
great stones. Then they marched for Shckar,
which they reached on April 24th, and again
visited the great Lama of the place. But Bruce
was not so impressed by him as his predecessors
had been. He thought him an extremely cunning
old person and a first-class trader. He had im-
mense collections of Tibetan and Chinese curios
and knew the price of them as well as any pro-
fessional dealer. And the rest of the Lamas